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Agreeably to a Resolulion, passed at a Geiiej-al Meeting, held 
at the Thatched House Tavem, od the 20th of April ; a numerous 
body of metubera of parliament and gentlemen interested in the 
above object, met, at the same place, on Fiiday, the 3rd of May, 
to carry out the object of the Resolution. Among the assembled 
were^Thomas Beimingham, Esq., W. Ellis, M.P., Dr. Le- 
froy, M.P., H. Grattan, M.P., J. Grattan. M.P., Sir Wm. 
Somerville, M.P., Mr. Vigors, M.P., J. Ashton Yates, M.P., 
Mr. Lucas, M.P., Mr. French, M.P., Mr. Stephens, Sir Wm. 
Brabasoti, M.P., Sir D. Roche, M.P., Otway Cave, M.P., T. 
Martin, M.P., N. Fitzsimon, M.P., and Messra. Pierce Mahony, 
Quin, K McDonnell, Hart, Pirn, Syms; also Sir J. F. Bur- 
goyne, a member of the late Railway Commission, having, 
by the request of Lord Morpeth, arrived from Dublin fur the 
purpose of attending the meeting. 

Mr, W. Ellis, M.P., at the request of the meeting, again 
took the Chair. 

Mr. Ehb&s McDonnell rose and said, he had to complain of 
a statement which had been published and circulated by Mr, 
Pirn, Mr, Wilson, and Mr. Kincaid, and which was said to have 
emanated from the meeting held on the ^Oth April. It was 
there asserted that the terminus had been fixed, which would 
exclude the whole of the province of Coniiaught from the benefit 
of Railways. ^(Hear). He would therefore submit to the meet- 
ing, a resolution, condemnatory of the statements and represen- 
tations set forth therein. 



The Chairman enquired if any one seconded the motion ? the 
call was not responded to, and it fell still-bom. 

Sir Wm. SoMERViLLEy M.P. — We are now met for the purpose 
of forming the deputation, and are the representatives of the 
meeting held on the 20th April. That meeting did not pledge 
itself to any particular plan, but merely advocated the appro- 
priation of the Government loan to three main lines of Rail- 
way, to run to the North, South, and West, and our business 
will be now confined to laying before Lord Morpeth the resolu- 
tions to that effect, which were agreed upon at that meeting, and 
supporting them by ai-guments which may be thought neces- 
sary. 

Mr. Bermingham then put in a list of names of gentlemen 
who were to constitute the deputation, and said, I feel it necessary 
to state, that I was not informed of the hour we were to meet 
his Lordship until late last night, which must plead an excuse 
for so small a number of members being now present. 

The deputation now left to meet Lord Morpeth at half-past 
three o'clock. Having been introduced to his Lordship — 

Mr. Ellis stated that he and the gentlemen by whom he was 
accompanied, were desired to lay before the noble lord certain 
resolutions which were passed at the meeting already mentioned, 
to the. following effect : — 

** 1. That in the opinion of this meeting, it is expedient that 
three great leading lines of Railway in Ireland — one to the 
north, one to the south, and one to the west, should be 
simultaneously constructed. 

"2. That any aid by Government to Railways in Ireland 
ought to be distributed in due proportion to the three pro- 
vinces of Ireland. 

"3. That while we agree in the suggestions offered in the 
foregoing resolutions, we should respectfully suggest that 
the loan proposed should be applied to the simultaneous 
commencement and carrying on the three great lines to the 
north, west, and south, as far as possible. 

Lord Morpeth — Assuming it for a moment to be determined 
that the objects of these resolutions were to be carried into effect. 



am I to uodei'stand it to have been the sense of the meeting that 
tiie proposed Railways should be lell entirely in the hands of 
Government? 

Mr. ELLia — No resolution was passed on that point. It was 
one upon which the meeting abstained from giving any opinion. 
It appeared to me that the great object they wished to attain 
was, that if public aid were to be given at all for the construc- 
tion of Railways in Ireland, it should be applied impartially. 

Dr. Leproy — And that, instead of completing for the present 
only one line, as proposed by your Lordship, the advance in 
cjuestion should be apportioned for the execution of three leading 
lines, as far as the pecuniary supply would pei-mit. 

Mr. F. French — ^I had the honour to second the first resolu- 
tion, and I then took occasion to say that I differed altogether 
from those who were desirous of seeing the Railways executed 
and managed by private individuals. At the same time I ex- 
pressed my coincidence in opinion with those gentlemen who 
thought that the application of the advance should be universal. 

Sir D. Roche — As far as I could collect the sense of the 
meeting, I may be permitted to say that it was altogether adverse 
to the idea of committmg any portion of the contemplated works 
to private enterprise. 

Dr. Lefrov — Whatever may have been thought by indivi- 
duals, I believe I am right in stating that upon the point under 
consideration the meeting abstained from expressing an opinion. 
They were unanimous as to the three lines being commenced, 
and that simultaneously. 

Sir D. Roche— Undoubtedly. I do believe that if the go- 
vernment would undertake the three lines, and proceed simul- 
laneouslij with them as soon as possible, it would give general 
satisfaction. 

Sir W. SoMERViLLE — It appeared to me to be the prevalent 
feehng of the meeting not to do or to propose anything which 
might tend to embarrass the government (hear, hear!). Cer- 
tabily all appeared disposed, as far as I could judge, to leave the 
proposed lines entirely in the hands of government, and to wish 
that they should be proceeded with simvltaneovily (hear, hear !). 

Lord Morpeth — I asked the question in the first instance, 
because, whether one line, or two, or three main lines were to 



be constructed, / xhuuld u-itk it to be most dutinctlt/ understood, 
that unless Che executiott und management of the one Hue or the 
ttoo or three were tu he confided exctustvelif to government, go- 
vernment would have nothing lokatever to do with any of them 
(cheera). I must confess, that if I were to consult only iny own 
jadgmeat on the subject, 1 should wish to pei'severe with my 
first proposition, as I explained it in the coniniittee of the whole 
house. At the eame time, considering the impoitance I am 
.bound to attach to resolutions emanating from such a meeting 
as that repi'esented by the gentlemen whom I have now the 
honour of seeing in this room, and considering also the unex- 
pected opposition we have had to encounter in other quarters, I 
do not say that I am |jrepared to resist the suggestions which 
have been made, if 1 coutd see no chance of carrying my first 
proposition. But before I express myself more decidedly as to 
these resolutions, it will be necessary for me to consult the com- 
missioners (cheers). 

Sir Wm. SoMEBViLLK— I think I may take it upon me to 
assure your Lordship, that the meeting was anxious to leave the 
whole matter to the consideratiou of Government, and to press 
you for no decision until you should have ample time for consi- 
deration (hear, hear). 

Lord Morpeth — ^What do the gentlemen from the western 
and northern districts say upon this part of the subject? 

Mr. F. Fhescb — I can decisively answer that question tor 
the western gentlemen ; they are unanimous in the views ex- 
pressed by Sir Wm. Somerville. I believe Mr. Lucas (member 
for Monaghan) would certainly prefer that a portion of the ad- 
vance should be given to piivate companies. I collect, however, 
from the conversation I have liad with him, tliat if the proposed 
three lines were to be sanctioned by government, and stmul- 
taneoTsli/ proceeded with, he would withdi'aw his opposition to 
the measure. 

Mr. Beeminoham — I have the honour to represent here a 
considerable body of most respectable persons who have hitherto 
acted upon the belief, that Railways iu Ireland could be more 
advantageously constructed by private enterprise, but I do not 
feel authorised to state, that if those lines now alluded to were 



agreed to by Government and carried pari passu into execu- 
tion, my friends would not stand in the way of any measures 
tending to attain that object. On my own part, though per- 
sonally having a deep interest in private enleq)rise, 1 would be 
glad to support the Government in their intentions to complete 
the hnes, and would endeavour to persuade those whom I now 
represent to do the same, and who, I have no doubt, would assist 
the Government in their completion (hear, hear). 

Lord Morpeth — So far we now clearly understand the position 
iu which we are placed. The speculations of private enterprise 
being abandoned, and the Irish members being unanimous in 
suppoiting the measure, upon the supposition that the tliree lines 
were to be commenced in the way proposed, still we are to con- 
sider what the English opponents of the plan would say. Would 
they not be apt to take objection to the variation of the propo- 
sition which I laid betbre the comtniLtee when the vote was 
agreed to? What guarantee can I have upon this point? 

Mr. F. French — All we have to ask from the English and 
Scotch members is, that tliey would apply to us the same princi- 
ples which they apply to themselves with reference to the advance 
of pubhc aid. Very lai^e sums have been not only lent, but 
granted by Parliament, tor the execution of pubbc works, both in 
England and Scotland, 1 may add, that considerable balances 
of the loans so made still remain unpaid ; whereas we have most 
punctually fulfilled all the engagements which we have made for 
repayment with the Board of Works (cheers). 

IVIn Bermingham here referred his Lordship to page 5, in 
his published report, where be states " tliat 145,198A had been 
paid out of 600,OUO/. lent by the Ist & 2nd Wm. 4. c. 33. and 
6th & 7th Wm. 4. c. lOR." 

Mr, AsHTON Yates — I have had occasion to make some in- 
quiries in the city as to the practicability of procuring advances 
from private capitalists for Railways in Ireland, and I can take 
it upon me to state that no considerable sum could be obtained 
in that quarter for any such purpose. If, therefore, any lines of 
railway arc to be executed in that country, they must be executed 
either by the State or by Irish capitalists, and the latter alterna- 
tive I look upon as altogether visionary (hoar, hear). 




Lord Morpeth — I have no aaaurance yet that the project of 
the meeting would meet with any general support from English 



Dr. LsFROT — I would take the liberty to surest that steps 
should be taken for collecting their opinions on that subject. 

This suggestion having been generally approved of, 

Lord MoBPETH added that he must necessarily take some few 
days to consider the resolutions just placed in his hands. It 
would be his duty also to have the opinion of the Commissioners 
upon them ; and in the mean time he would be glad to hear how 
far they were likely to be supported by the Enghsh and Scotch 
members. At the same time he thought it right to say that what 
had occurred during the present interview, and the independence 
and respectability, and influential character of the present depu- 
tation very much inclined his mind, as far as he was individually 
concerned, favourably to consider their proposition (cheers). 

Mr. PiM stated that a paper now in progress of circulation, 
entitled " Irish Railways," and to which his name, as well as 
those of his friends, Mr. Thomas Wilson (Governor of the Bank 
of Ireland), and Mr. Kincaid, were subscribed, were issued 
entirely upon their own responsibility, in their capacity as dele- 
gates from a committee appointed by one of the most numerously 
attended, and in point of wealth and station, perhaps the most 
influential of any assemblies ever congregated upon any subject 
whatever. 

The Deputation then withdrew, every member of it being 
strongly impressed with the frank and courteous manner ui which 
they were received by Lord Morpeth. 
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Mt. Birmingham moved that Mr. Ellis, the Member for 
Newry, do take the Chair. 

Mr.Lfwis Smyth seconded it, and it was unanimously caniett. 

Mr. Ellis, M.P., having taken the Chair, 

JIfr. Bermingham rose and said, 

" Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I beg leave to apologize 
for having called you together the other day, and afterwards 
having been compelled to disappoint you, but ill health, and the 
fleverity of the weather, must plead my excuse. Yet I felt it 
was my bounden duly to call you together again this day, lo 
take into consideration this most important subject. The reason 
1 have taken a prominent part in this business, is, that through 
the kindness of my friends in Dublin, I was appointed Chairman 
of the Committee sitting there, to take into consideration llie 
plan of Railways in Ireland, and whether the Government plan 
was the most desirable to adopt, it having consented to apply 
two and a-half millions for the purpose, at a period, when the 
peasantry of Ireland is sufieiing from the severity of the late 
storm, of which years can scarcely repair the injury. I do not 
doubt the benefit such a sum will confer, neither do I wish to 
oppose it; but it is my bounden duty to tell you, the proposed 
plan of the Government will not prove generally advantageous. 




and I would rather the two and a-half millions were lent at 
Stock Interest to English capitalists, who are ready to take up 
these lines, and be repaid from the commerce of the country. As 
there are various companies already formed ; these are ready to 
execute certain lines if not interfered with. Having taken a pro- 
minent part in this matter for the last six years, I may be able 
to explain to you their views, more fully. In 1836, finding that 
Lord Lansdowne was about to move for a Commission to inves- 
tigate the matter, I wrote a letter to his Lordship upon the 
subject. The Dublin and Kilkenny line was formed, and had 
obtained an act previously to the survey being made by the 
Government Engineers, or the appointment of the Commission ; 
but the line I took a more particular interest in, was the line 
that runs direct from Dublin through Athlone, to Gralway, 
because I felt it would give universal satisfaction to Ireland^ 
with facility of communication to seventeen counties^ three and 
a-half million of inhabitants ; and ten millions of acres of land 
all of which would be benefited by the steam communication 
on the river Shannon taken in connection with this line ; it was 
estimated the improvement of the river Shannon would cost 
half a million. While our Committee was sitting, it was as- 
sisted by two able Engineers, Messrs. Wm. Bald and David 
Aher, who declared in favour of the line I have already 
named. Her Majesty's Commissioners considered there would 
not be an adequate return for the outlay on that line of rail- 
way, but I disagreed with those Commissioners, who stated^ 
it would not be a remunerating line ; we had already a subscribed 
capital of 200,000/. ; the parties wanted only pecuniary assis- 
tance firom the Government by way of loan. There is a Gen- 
tleman present (Mr. Murdock) who will verify what I now state 
upon these points, and will (if necessary) state to you his opinion, 
tJiat this line will be a remunerating one. But suppose the Com- 
missioners are right, are they warranted in the outlay of so much 
money, without giving to us other advantages, that of commu- 
nicating with points that would be more advantageous, such as 
packet stations, &c. ? I will affirm without a fear of contradic- 
tion, that the running a line of railway from Dublin to Galway 
would be attended with great and incalculable advantages to 
both kingdoms, by forming a more direct communication with 



America ; the present traffic is not a tenth part ofwhat it would be 
if thia line were completed. No one can doubt the necessity of 
completing the Dublin and Kilkenny line, upon which the Share- 
holders are ready to pay up their calls, but it would be much in- 
jured by the competing line proposed by the Government Com- 
missioners, and we ask of them assistance to complete the lines to 
Belfast, Galway and Cork. I hold in my hand the opinions of 
those gentlemen who take an interest in these lines, and who only 
require the Government to what is called " post the coal," that is, 
advance 30 per cent, on the cost of making these three lines, 
and they wilt be executed, which would open the resources of 
Ireland. If the Chancellor of the Exchequer will advance two 
and a-half millions of money, the Enghsh capitalists will sub- 
scribe the remainder, and we shall soon be able to complete the 
lines to Cork, Galway, and Belfast. 1 was glad to find that 
three great Firms in the City, which I called upon yesterday, 
were fevourable to these undertakings i they were those of Mr. 
John Abel Smith, Mr. Bainbndge, and Messrs. Ladbroke, the 
first of them, two years since, was ready to assist the line that is 
to run to Galway. In referring to the Seventh Report of Public 
Works in Ireland, I find in the expences for making and repairing 
roads, that above 700,000^. had been voted by Government at 
various times. From this report I make the following extracts : — 
The suins which have been applicable lo Loans are, 
1st, Originally appropriated by the Act of 

l&2Will.4. C.33 500.000 

2d. Exchequer Bills paid offby monies received 
in repayment of principal up to 3 1 at De- 
cember, 1838, the amount of which is con- 
sidered re-issuable under the 60th section 
oflhe lBt&2ndWil!.4. c.33 .... 145,198 6 8 
3d. Additional sum appropriated by the Act of 

6&7Will.4.c.l08 100,000 



Making a Total of . .£745,198 6 8 
" The effect of both Loan and Grant Fund has been not only to 
encourage objects of great public utility, tending to increase and in a 
very great degree perpetuate future sources of employment and in- 
dustry, but in most instances this assistance has afforded the only 
means by which they could be executed at all." 
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" Out of lliese loans, 230,000/. have not been repaid. 1 beg 
you to bear in mind that Ireland bas been taxed for these loans, 
although the Government bas not been repaid ; and why? because 
it neglected to take proper security. The Grand Canal stands 
iu the way of improvement in Ireland ; if it were not for that, 
we should not have had so much stress laid upon the interference 
with its navigation : instead of taking security for the whole 
line, the Government at that day took security for merely the 
branches which have been constructed, and yet we find, while 
10s. a ton toll is paid to the Grand Canal Company, not one 
penny is received by Government. I adduce these facts to prove 
to you that if a proper course had been taken by the Government 
of the day when it advanced the money, it would not have lent 
it on such security, as upon a narrow investigation, it must have 
seen it never could be repaid. Ifthey will only be cautious how 
they lend money to Ireland, they will find every shilling will be 
repaid to them ; we are now ready to lay down thirty shillings for 
every one pound sterhng of advance by Government. I would 
refer you to the mode in which the Goetha Canal in Sweden was 
constructed, and this in a country which in its face and its general 
features are so similar to Ireland ; it was commenced by the 
Government, but completed by private contribution, an English 
Engineer (Mr. Telford) and Scotch labourers were employed to 
complete it ; men who had been employed on the Caledonian 
Canal ; the undertaking turned the whole channel of trade, car- 
rying it through the heart of Sweden and thus enriching it. 
So might Ireland command a vast trade from Russia by the 
Baltic, with America. The investigation of the Commissioners 
has cost the County near 30,000/., and large as this sum is, it is 
insignificant in comparison with the valuable information ob- 
tained. Then let the plans be carried out. Ifrailwaysrun to West, 
Nortli and South, every advantage expected will be derived from 
them. I must state, great credit is due to Mr. Peirce Mahony for 
the active part he took in establishing the Provincial Banks 
of Ireland, which have been of essential service to that country. 
Before I sit down I will read to you some extracts from "the 
ResolnUons of the Grand Jury of the County of Galway, passed 
at the Spring Assizes of 1836. 

" Resolved — That it is the opinion of tlie Grand Jury assembled 
at the Court House of Galway, Spring Assizes, 1836.— That the 



fotraation of llie sliortest, tlje beat, anJ most level line or Railruad 
between the Bays of Dublin and Galway. would be attended with 
great advantage to the trade both of the county and town, as also to 
that of the kingdom and empire at large. 

" That we have the authority of Messrs, Bald and Henry, eminent 
Civil Engineers, who were employed to survey and examine the line, 
to Btate that it presents almost one continued level, and that an average 
sum of £10,000 per mile is fully sufTicient to complete the work, and 
that of tbe entire length 92 miles old Irish measure, about one third 
part will pass through this county. 

" That as an evidence of what vast importance the formation of an 
arterial line of Railway of such extent along the great level of Ireland 
will be to the trade manufacture and industry, not only of this county 
and town, but that of the entire empire ; we are determined to record 
it as our opinion, that should Government agree to give a free grant 
of one half of the sum necessary to make the part through our county 
and will lend the other moiety interest free, we would willingly consent 
to be assessed in a sum in aid to repay this advance. 

" That we refer with pride to the numerous statements which from 
time to time have been made, shewing that every advance made to our 
county, for the formation of new lines of Roads, have been repaid to 
the nation directly, and we have the authority of the Port Collector, 
John L. Reilly, Esq., for stating that the Revenue therefrom has 
increased, withta a period of some few years, from a sum scarcely 
adequate to meet the expenses of collection &c., to a Revenue of fully 
£40,000 per annum — and this in addition to the sums annually paid 
to the Escise, which are most considerable. 

" As an instance what may be expected from a Toll on such a work 
as this line of Railroad, we beg leave to state that the Tolls and Cus- 
toms of this town were last year let at £1200, a convincing proof of 
the extent of the trade carried on in this port, 

" We have been informed by those persons who have inquired into 
the traffic along the line, and are of opinion its present amount fully 
warrants us in recommending the work to the consideration of Par- 
liament, as likely to be highly remunerative. 

For self and fellows, 



I 

I 



Unanimous, 



(Signed) Dunlo, Foreman." 



I 



"I will also read to you a portion of the report of two Civil 
Engioeers, Mr. Wm. Bald and Mr. David J. Henry, era- 



ployed by me upoD a survey of the line from Dublin to Galway, 
along tbe great level of Ireland. 

" A right line drawn from Dublin to Galway would pass about five 
miles South of Athlone, but a line of Railway laid out in that direction 
would have to run through very extensive morasses, and would cross 
the River Shannon at a place where much difficulty exists in effecting 
a secure and safe foundation for a Viaduct, and hence involving very 
great expense, without obtaining any material advantage in shortness 
of distance, or any improvement in the levels; in order to avoid these 
difficulties, and expense, we fixed on Athlone, where the bed of the 
River Shannon offers an excellent foundation to erect a Viaduct ; fur- 
ther, Athlone being a great town, positioned in the very centre of 
Ireland, having extensive fort ideations, and a large garrison, we were 
guided by these very important reasons, in adopting and recommending 
it, as the great interior centre of the Main Trunk. But above all these 
invaluable and inviting inducements, the country from Dublin to 
Athlone offers almost every facility which can be desired as to level 
and direction ; no curve being described from a radius less than five 
miles, it may, in truth, be looked on as one continued straight line, 
the summit level of which, between Dublin and the Shannon, being 
not more than 270 feet, and the surface water of the River at Athlone 
being but 1 14 feet above the sea. 

■' This terminates the Railway at Galway, (where exists one of the 
deepest aud most capacious Bays on the West Coast of Ireland, in 
which in 1795, Eighteen East India Men, and Five Men of War lay 
in perfect safety, and where the Harbour can be improved at a very 
moderate expense) presenting in its entire course from Dublin, a dis- 
tance of about 118 British, or 92" Irish miles; a series of levels, 

STTlAir.HTSESS OF LINE, AKD CHEAPNESS OF ESECDTION, PERBAFS AS 
YET UKEQUALLED IN RAILWAY ENGINEERING! 

" This Grand Trunk being once completed, numerous facilities will 
then exist to extend branches not alone to every part of Connaught, 
but also along the whole line North and South, comprehending Sligo 
and Belfast. Limerick, and Waterford. 

" We viewed and examined the Bay at Ghilway, and we are of 
opinion that a rough rubble stone embankment can be easily and very 
cheaply constructed between the mainland and Mutton Island ; the 
Channel between them being dry at low water spring tides. This 
would be a most valuable and useful improvement, as it would give 
protection lo a very considerable portion of the Bay within ; but we 
beg to observe, that the great and desirable work would be the erection 
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of a mole or break-water, on the South-Eastern extremity of Mutton 
Island, extending into deep water, and to be of such length as 
sufficiently to cover and fully protect that part of the Bay where 
vessels generally anchor. This is esteemed by experienced nautical 
men, well acquainted with it, to be the very best holding ground 
(consisting of firm and tenacious blue clay) on the West Coast of Ire- 
land. In our opinion, the construction of these proposed works would 
not only effectually protect a considerable extent of the Bay, but more 
particularly, an area of 360 acres of deep sea, at low water, which 
would form an excellent safe Asylum Harbour, fit to receive Steamers, 
of the very largest burden, at all times of tide, and in all weathers^ 
and also large Sailing Ships drawing twenty-two feet of water ;.and 
which improvement could be constructed at a very moderate expense. 

** The Town of Galway, the capital of Connaught, which is situate 
on the Bay, at the termination of the line, contains a population of 
4^,000 inhabitants ; possesses nearly forty water-mills, extensive 
fisheries, and in its neighbourhood, inexhaustible quarries of beautiful 
marble, excellent lime-stone, and fine red granite. 

** The extensive Basin of Lough Corrib, possessing such a vast 
water power, almost in the very centre of Galway, so near the sea, and 
consequently so well adapted to the convenient working of ali^kinds 
of machinery, offers valuable and highly inviting facilities to the 
enterprise of the capitalist, and man of business, to carry extensively 
on numerous branches of manufacturing industry. Lough Corrib has 
a coast line of not less than one hundred miles, a surface of not less 
than thirty thousand acres, and is navigable from Galway, for more 
than thirty miles, into the interior of the country ; and when the fa- 
cility of connecting and improving the great Western Lake navigation 
is duly considered capable of being easily extended across the entire 
province, from Galway Bay to the sea at Killala and Westport, being 
a distance of an inland navigation of nearly eighty miles, Galway may 
certainly be deemed as a most favourable position, by its embracing 
so many important objects, indeed fully sufficient to entitle it to become 
a Railway terminus on the borders of the Atlantic. We must again 
admit the natural advantages of this place are so very many, that we 
may fairly assign to it almost this pre-eminence, above any other to be 
found on the West Coast of Ireland. 

*^ The whole country, which it is proposed the Railway shall tra- 
verse, between Dublin and Galway bay, is one vast and continu- 
ous PLAIN ; and the rock found consists entirely of secondary lime- 
stone ; granite, however, is found at the extremities of the Railway, 
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both at the bay of Dublin, and aleo at (he West side of the Galway 



pasitioD of Galway on a map of the 
the great levels which the physical 
,s in so many direetions from it, viz. — 
h is connected with Bristol by steam 
direct communicatioQ to the whole of 



" Looking at the geogiaphii 
British Isles, and reflecting or 
structure of the Couoiry presen 
by Limerick to Waterford, wLii 
navigation ; offering at once a 
the south of England, while the line to Dublin will be coanecled by 
Liverpool with the great manufacturing districts in the midland coun- 
ties of England ; and again the line from Galivay by Athlone, con- 
tinued to Armagh and Belfast, will offer a direct intercourse to all the 
trading and manufacturing districts of Scotland; thus fully embracing 
by these three lines of Railway, the greater part of the trading and 
manufacturing population of the empire, becau>ie if it be attentively 
considered, southern, central, and northern Ireland, will each be 
traversed, from sea to sea, while steam navigation will connect them 
to those Railways now made, and about to be made, in Britain, viz, — 
from Bristol to London — Liverpool and Manchester to London — and 
Glasgow to Edinburgh, the superiority of this line, as a main trunk, 
will be apparent. 

" By means of these important works, the passengers to and from 
the States of America, the Colonies of the Canadaa, and all the nations 
of Europe, will be able to travel through the British territory with all 
the rapidity and superiority of dispatch which can possibly be attained 
by modern invention ; thus avoiding the oftentimes dangerous and te- 
dious navigations of the channels, both on the North and South extre- 
mities of Ireland and England. 

*' If a line be taken on a great circle of the sphere from Liverpool, 
through Dublin, to St. John's, in Newfoundland, it will run through 
Sline Head (,see Mr. Bald's evidence before Select Committee on 
Public Works, in 1835), the most Western Promontory, and which 
is distant from St. John's in America, about 1610 Geographic Miles. 
A line drawn from Liverpool, by Dublin, to St. John's, in Newfound- 
land, is shorter, in point of distance, than if taken in any other 
direction across Ireland : the bay of Galway is therefore decidedly, in 
this respect, the most eligible place as a Steam Navigation Harbour, 
to communicate with the rising Stales and Colonies of America, 

"As the whole line of country between Dublin and Galway, is so ex- 
tremely favourable to the construction of a Railway, and as there are 
no Tunnels, nor any heavy Embankments or excavations on it, and 
only three Viaducts of any extent, we are of opinion that an average 
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of £10,000 per mile will be more than sufticient to defray tlie entire 
Cost of Execution. 

" Acting upon the foregoing data, and calculating the vast advan- 
tages of this Line, and iia position as a Main Arterial Trunk acrosi 
the centre of the Kingdom, from sea to sea, we feel satisfied it must 
prove the most beneficial speculation ever yet undertaken amongst 
ua; affording an open hitherto unprecedented, for the introduction of 
Capital, to call forth the capabilities of our Country, particularly of 
that fine, but most neglected of her provinces, Connaiight, where the 
hand of Nature has bountifully dealt her choicest gifts — but man has 
been inactive, to arouse the enterprise and energies of our countrymen, 
to give employment to thousands, and diffuse content and comfort 
throughout the land, the results of which can scarcely be estimated." 

I wish here to remark that the Grand Jurors of the Couuty 
of Galway have often declared to me, that " the roads made and 
kept in repair by the Board of Works, are done at greater cost 
than the roads under their own superintendence." I now take 
leave to move the following Resolution. 

"That the policy of immediately introducing the advantages of 
Railway communication into Ireland having been affirmed 
by Parliament, and English and Irish capitalists havbg 
evinced a favourable disposition to effect the construction 
under the sanction of Parliament of certain main lines 
already laid down, one to the North, one to the South, and 
one to the West, which may be made to embi'ace a compre- 
hensive and complete railway system for all Ireland, it is 
most expedient to leave it to the wisdom of the Legislature 
to decide upon the progressive extension of these lines to 
large towns for communicating with which tbey were ori- 
ginally projected," 

Mr, Horsman — As a shareholder of the Dublin and Kilkenny 
line, I take leave to second the Resolution, This line would 
have been carried into effect by private speculation, if its efforts 
had not been paralyzed by the Commiesioners' Report ; I, there- 
fore, think the Government will not apply any portion of the two 
and-a-half millions, for carrying out this proposed line, of the 
Commissioners, which would materially affect the interests of 
this company, if not entirely supersede it ; neither do I think 
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the south-east line which they propose to run through Holy 
Cross to Limerick, will be so desirable as those proposed by 
private companies. I was induced to become a shareholder in 
the Dublin and Kilkenny Company, from the fevourable Report 
made in the House of Commons. I have paid up my calls, con- 
sidering it would prove beneficial to myself and the public ; we 
had scarcely commenced it, when we were told the Government 
intended to form a competing line, in consequence of which, many 
of the shareholders declined making any further payments. 1 
know many who have refused to pay their calls from these very 
circumstances. I therefore trust the Government will abandon 
their design and lend its aid to us. 

The Chairman then read the Resolution to the meeting. 

The Knight of Kerry then rose and said — My noble 
friend Lord Fitzgerald and myself were induced to attend tiiis 
meeting, from the interest we take in Ireland ; and we were 
disposed to think a large body of landed proprietors would 
attend here to-day. 1 feel, before Parliament takes any further 
steps, a further expression should be made by the Proprietors. 
I feel, respectable as this meeting is, there are very few Irish 
Proprietors present ; there are many in town who are in Parlia- 
ment, others who are not in pariiament. Why are they not here 
to support the cause of Ireland, on this most important question 1 
I Jameut that there seems great probability that the application 
to Parliament for agraotof money to make Railways in Ireland, 
is likely to be defeated, and I think it will arise from a want of 
exertion on the part of the Irish Proprietors, that they do not 
come to some general understanding for the general interests of 
the country. It is not my wish to impugn the Report of the 
Comniissionera, which has received the sanction of Parliament ; 
but if gentlemen come here to complain of particular lines, as 
Mr. Bermingham has done of that which has to pass through 
Connaugbt, others may also complain that their counties have 
been thrown over by the Commissioners. As an individual, I 
have a right to put in my claim, on the part of Kerry which has 
been thrown over, as much as that portion of Ireland which has 
been complained of by Mr. Bermingham. I think there js an 
inconsistency in the Uesolution, which you will see if you refer to 
the concluding paragraph. 
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Mr. Bermingham esplaiaed, that there were three lioes o{ 
vhich he approved — those to Belfast, to Cork, and to Gahvay. 

The Knight of Kerry — I feel that some plan should be 
adopted which will beuefit Ireland altogether. I do not feel 
myself competent to decide upon the packet station, when there 
are so many conflicting opinions upon this question. I feel it is 
impossible for an Irishman to come to an impartial opinion oa 
the subject, yet I feel that it is important that we should open an 
easy communication with the United States, so that we might 
command the passengers, goods, and letters, which would secure 
an incalculable profit; and the resources of Ireland are increasing, 
very hour, which will be an encouragement to the English 
capitalist, without whose aid we can do nothing. I should 
lament exceedingly if it goes abroad that the body of gentlemen 
meeting on this important question should give an opinion other 
than what would meet with the sanction of the Proprietors of 
Ireland ; if you do, they will go before Parliament and oppose the 
Government grant, 

Mr. Bermingham— I thank the worthy Knight for having 
set us right. We have plans and estimates, which have been 
laid before the public and adopted by them ; and I attend here 
to-day to support those lines projected by private individuals. 
The one from Dublin to Kilkenny has private capital already 
invested in it, and tlie Company is ready to go on with it, but 
they will not adopt the plan of the Commissioners. 1 am here as 
the representative of a respectable meeting held in Dublin, where 
it was stated that three-and-a-half millions of money had been 
already subscribed to make Railways; so that it is not correct 
what the Knight of Kerry states, that the English capitalists 
will not subscribe to these undertakings. We ask for a Committee 
of the House of Commons to investigate the lines ; we are honestly 
disposed, and 1 will be no party to that which is not straight 
Jbrward. There is a noble Lord present, (Lord Fitzgerald,) who 
is an excellent landlord, he will not attempt to defeat the plan for 
raising two and-a-half millions, he can state that all monies lent 
as loan-funds to aid the poor in Ireland, have been repaid, and the 
state of profit from the various Banks, aided by British capital, is 
another proof of the benefit to be derived by such loans. If we 
want money we must apply to the Enghsb capitalists ; and in 
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advocating the line to Athlone, I do it because 1 feet it is the 
best. I have to apologize for having taken the liberty of calling 
this meeting, but I shall be most happy to adjourn it to another 
day, when we may have a clearer view of the subject and meet 
ia larger numbers, 1 do not wish to lose ray own time, or that 
of the public, yet if Railways are to be made, let them be at 
once constructed. I think Ireland would be more considerably 
benefited by a hue to the west than to the south ; in the line to 
Galway many gentlemen will give their land, and Irish gentlemen 
are ready to assist it with capital if it be not frustrated by the 
Government, running a southern line. 

Mr. Lewis Smyth — I feel we are fortunate in having the 
Knight of Kerry here this day, who has spoken so clearly and 
BO pointedly on this question, and supported as he is by the 
noble Lord on hia right who agrees with him. The objects of 
those who originated this meeting, were Irish interest com- 
bined with the Enghsh capital, and I agree with other gen- 
tlemen, that we must not expect to have Railways in Ireland 
without the assistance of the latter. We have been infoi-med of 
the Government plan, as stated by Lord Morpeth in the House of 
Commons. I tliink this ia not equal to that proposed by private in- 
dividuals ; the latter has an existing stream of traffic, connecting 
itself with the largest and most popular places in Ireland, with 
the aid of di:jtant parts of the country. We are most anxious 
that our statements should be refuted, if they can be refuted ; 
and then by the most constitutional means — a Pai'liamentary 
enquiry. We seek a Parliamentary grant aided by piivate 
capital, to be regulated in such a manner as the legislature shall 
think fit; and I know no better manner in which the difference 
of opinion can be more satisfactorily settled. We have this day 
endeavoured to convey to you facts which are indisputable ; the 
last resolution, which I will read to you, states — 

"That the due exercise of the powers of Parliament appears 
sufficiently to meet the complaints which have been raised 
against Railway Companies, by means of a General Railway 
Act, which would bind all Railway Proprietors, Lessees, 
and Contractors, and ensure regular and convenient hours 
of travelling ; reasonable fairs, prompt and satisfacfory ful- 
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filment of the contract which, in every instance, must arise 
between the Proprietors of a Railway and the Pei^sons 
travelling on it." 

You will perceive it shews most clearly the course we are to 
pursue, and the following Resolution will place our views still 
more clearly before you : — 

^^ That instead of the expenditure of two and-a-half millions, as an 
experiment on the part of Government for making a Railway 
for a part of Ireland only, it is the decided opinion of this meet- 
ing, that it would be more judicious and beneficial for Govern- 
ment to offer a loan of two and-a-half millions at stock 
interest, in portions proportioned to the expenditure required 
for each undertaking; which would insure the ultimate 
completion, by private companies, of a general system from 
Dublin to Belfast by Drogheda, Dundalk, and Newry, — - 
from Dublin by Carlow, Kilkenny, and Clonmel, to Cork--r. 
and from Dublin by MuUigar and Athlone to Galway. And 
that this meeting do petition Pai'liament for a select Com- 
mittee to consider of the terms and conditions on which it 
may be proper to promote the extension of Railways in 
Ireland upon the principle herein stated." 

I venture to submit these general statements to your view ; they 
emanate from a committee now sitting in Dublin. In conclusion, 
I ask, what is to be done in furtherance of this object? We solicit 
such an enquiry as will enable Parliament to advise us what to 
do, and on what terms. I feel it will be quite impossible 
to complete Railways in Ireland, without the aid of capi- 
talists. I will not dwell on any particular line, nor am I ready 
to recommend any one proposed by Lord Morpeth. I will not 
dwell on the injustice and the inconsistency of adopting the 
Government Railway in any part of Ireland, which must 
produce so much conflicting interest. I take leave to place 
before the meeting the important fact, that private capital from 
the first to the present moment, both English and Irish, has been 
liberally tendered in support of Railways in Ireland, and I think 
it is of the greatest importance that in any discussion on this 
question this fact should be kept in view. I trust it will be borne 
in mind, that the great object of this meeting is to test in a full 



and lair manner the truth of the statements set forth on this 
subject, and further, I trust we shall not be refused our reasonable 
request ; and that m the wisdom of Parliament it will extend its 
aid in a liberal manner for the benefit of Ireland this mode of com- 
munication. One of the large companies projected in the North of 
Ireland called a meeting in Manchester, when it was found two- 
thirdaofthe capital subscribed was from English capitalists there; 
a further call was then made, and a resolution passed with a 
determination to follow it up. Let these facts be laid before 
Parliament and the public ; and we shall be soon placed in a 
different situation to what we are now. We endeavoured to get 
a larger number of proprietors here to day, and anticipated a 
more full attendance, but I trust an adjournment of the meeting 
will give the desired object. 

llie Knight of Kerry.— V hope you will not misunderstand 
me, — I do not object to an application to Parliament, I really 
hope Parliament will take up the subject. 

Mr. James Grattan, M.P. — I am much disappointed that 
some English capitalists are not present. ! haye no object in 
attending here, but to promote the interest of Ireland. The sum 
of two and a-half millions is a large sum to be spent by Go- 
vernment. I agree with Mr, Berraingham, that if the money is 
not honestly spent I would rather that it was in the Treasury. 
E must say all parties in Ireland should come forward to express 
their opinion on this question. I shall not speak or vote on any 
particular line to-day, not wishing to commit myself, as I wish to 
reserve myself for another occasion. I think we should get the 
Irish proprietors to attend with the English capitalists; this would 
be followed by great public advantage- I would, therefore, 
suggest an adjournment to a future day, previously to the 22d, 
when the question will come before Parliament. 

Lord Fitzgerald. — I earnestly recommend Mr. Bermingham to 
pistpone this meeting to another day. I have no doubt, from 
the report on the table, and the able exposition made by Mr. 
Bermingham, that the meeting at Dublin was composed of men 
of great influence, and I am sorry there are not more here this 
day. In referring to the West of Ireland, with all respect to 
the gentlemen who have spoken, I cannot think the interest of 
that part of the country is represented in this room; I hops 
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their absence is not a disapprovnl of the plan, as it would 
throw an unfavourable impression on the meeting. I may 
be mistaken, — yet, I believe there Ib no gentleman, but 
Mr. Bermingham and myself, connected with Connaught 
present. I should be most anxious that the proposition made 
by Mr. Bermingham should be entertained by Parliament. I 
shall decline giving my opinion upon the diSereat lines proposed, 
as the interest I might have upon the line would preclude me 
from giving an unsuspected one. I shall be called upon to do 
so when the question comes before Parliament, my opinion shall 
then be an unbiassed one. I do not think any man can be more 
anxious than myself for an honest investigation, as recommended 
by Mr. Bermingham, and that by the House of Parliament, 
I cannot support this resolution which is in opposition to a 
recorded vote of Parliament, hut I hope this question will be 
entertained by every one, as one of public importance, having the 
benefit of society solely before them, and not suSer themselves to 
be biased by private interest in the improvement of their property, 
giving an example of the usefulness of the espenditui-e to Ire- 
land. I hope all who have the interest of Ireland at heart will 
attend, bo that the cause may he put clear and full before the 
Parliament, where everything will be fairly tested. There are 
resources of revenue in that country, which called forth in 
improvements by the public expenditure of British capital, will 
make an ample return for the investment. We are well aware 
that without this no improvement can he made, and I hope it will 
not be considered unbecoming in me, when I say I decline taking 
part in either adopting or rejecting the resolution ; but I will not 
protract the discussion. 

Mr. Bermingham..— \ am glad I called this meeting, as I see 
several Irish proprietors present, and if it will suit their con- 
venience I will propose an adjournment of this meeting until 
Saturday next. 

Lard Fitzgerald. — I am without communication with any 
other proprietor, having just airived in London. 1 shall go to 
Parliament with an unbiassed feeling on the question, hut I shall 
be happy to receive any suggestion. 

Mr. Bermingham withdrew hie resolutions and a resolution 
for an adjournment was carried. 
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Mr, Smyth moved a vote of thanks to the chairman. 

Mr. Vigors, M.P. seconded it, virhich being unanimously 
carried, 

Mr, JEilis, M.P, said, — I thank you gentlemen for your vote 
of thanks, I had but one object in attending here, that of the 
improvement of Ireland, and to assist in the improvement 
of Society in that country. I think we have done wisely in 
adjourning this meeting, which I have no doubt will bring about 
a satisfactory result. 

Mr. Latouche. — Before we separate, I take leave to say, that 
Mr. Bainbridge would himself have attended here to-day as a 
f Director of the Kilkenny Railway, (which would have been 

carried out, if it had not been opposed by a competing line sug- 
gested by the Government,) if he had not been prevented by ill 
health. 






PROCEEDINGS OF THE ADJOURNED MEETING 



HELD AT THE THATCHED-HOUSB TAYERNi 



On Saturday, the 20th day of April, 1839. 



Mr, Bermingham said, Mr. Ellis having on the last occasion 
kindly filled the Chair, he would move that he do resume it. 

Mr, JEllis, M.P. accordingly took the Chair. 

Mr, Bermingham, — On the last day of our meeting, we had 
not so full an attendance of Irish Proprietors as I see assembled 
here to-day. On that occasion I entered at some length into the 
state of the public works in Ireland ; it would not be wise in me to 
inflict a punishment upon gentlemen who have been up all night, 
by making a long speech* I will, therefore, merely read to you 
two or three resolutions prepared for the occasion, and which 
will embody all we have in view. Some gentlemen will, no 
doubt, concur in them, others will not ; I wish those present to 
know what we are doing : my friends will tell you we are trying 
to get something done for our unfortunate Country. I wish, be- 
fore we go to Lord Morpeth, for us all to be agreed upon some- 
thing, that no discussion may take place when the question 
comes before the House of Commons. Let us enter upon some 
agreement among ourselves, — this would be gratifying to every 
gentleman. Let us unite in heart, voice, and mind to ask the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to lend us the two millions and a 
half, for which we will give a satisfactory security. The course 
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that 1 would recommend is, to state that it is the opinion of this 
Meeting that three hnea should be commenced simultaneously; by 
your judgment I shall be guided, and I am sure the iSecretary for 
Ireland will be guided by the opinion of the Gentlemen by whom 
1 am now surrounded. There is a proposition laid before you, 
from Her Majesty's Government, which we should thank them 
for, and not reject tlie two millions and a half as a loan; it 
would employ many of my countrymen for the next two or three 
years. Then let us see how it can be satisfactorily employed. 
Much has been written and said upon the making of Railways 
in Ireland. It is said that we have obtained bills for several lines, 
but that not one of them has been carried out, that is, not a fair 
chat^e against us ; let me aak how many years it is since Rail- 
ways were first thought of in this country; then deduct the 
number of years tiie Commiasioners have been engaged in draw- 
ing up their report, and it will be found we have had little time 
for commencing our hnes, still less to complete them. I, there- 
foie, say tliere is no foundation for gentlemen to come to such a 
conclusion. The lines executed in England are lines which will 
fall into those we seek to complete, they all run to the west; for 
instance, Carlisle, Liverpool, and Bristol : it is natural for us to 
wish to see our lines commenced and completed which will be part 
and parcel of their lines. I am an advocate for Joint Stock 
Companies, being so, I went into the City to know what might 
be our success, when I called upon three Firms, they were Mr. 
Baiubridge, Mr. Ladbroke, and Mr. J. Abel Smith, who gave me 
every encouragement. One of those gentlemen is inchued to do 
more for us than any other man in the City of London, I need 
scarcely name Mr. John Abel Smith, a name associated with 
many great benefits conferred upon Ireland. 1, therefore, 
think we can go fairly to Lord Morpeth and tell him the great 
capitalists do not think so badly of our enterprise; for I am told 
by these Houses the money can be raised to complete the lines 
consented to by Parliament, if we are aided by Government. 
Theassistanceistobeinthe way of loan, — at stock interest for the 
two millions and a half, which sum is to be distributed between the 
three hues which we propose executing, one to the North, another 
to thcSouth, and a third to the West. [Mr. B. then read the reso- 
lution.] I shall reserve to myself the right ofchanging my opinion, 
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for although having been appointed by a full Meetings held in 
Dublin, to represent the views of parties here, which is in support 
of private enterprise; yet if this does not correspond with the 
feelings of this Meeting, I may take another course, and throw 
myself upon the good sense of my countrymen. I feel I should not 
do my duty to my country, or to the Committee, if I did not 
do this. I have given my views as concise as I could, I have 
stated to you all I know, and I trust the good sense of the 
Meeting will enable us to have but one voice when we go before 
Lord Morpeth. Perhaps some gentleman will be kind enough 
to move the first resolution. 

The Chairman suggested, as several gentlemen had come into 
the room since the resolutions had been read, that they should 
be again read over, which was accordingly done. 

Mr, Eneas McDonnell. — Before we proceed further, after what 
was stated in the early part of the meeting, I wish to ask Mr. 
Bermingham if he has authority for saying, that the two millions 
and a half of money is to be lent by the Government at Stock 
Interest ? I wish Mr. B. to explain. 

Mr. Bermingham — I stated, that being the representative 
of private parties, before I made an objection to the Government 
plan, I determined to make myself acquainted with the opinions 
of the capitalists in this great town. I have named three houses 
with whom I had communicated, I asked three firms whether 
they conceived a Joint Stock Company in the way of a Railway 
in Ireland was a matter they would meddle with; they said if the 
lines were agreed to by Parliament, and if Government made 
an advance of one-third by way of loan, at stock interest, there 
would be no difficulty whatever in getting money to complete 
the lines. I therefore say, if this sum was advanced to com- 
mence the three lines, instead of one line, it would be best, and 
with this view I drew up the resolutions. I have no authority 
from Government to state this, on the contrary. Lord Mor*- 
peth has stated he will proceed in his views. What I 
urged was, if gentlemen in this room would agree in a com- 
mon object, and go as a deputation to Lord Morpeth, his 
Lordship would receive us with kindness ; and no doubt but we 
should succeed in getting the money on these terms. If gentle- 
men do not approve of these resolutions, I trust they will 
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propose some others wliicli may be more likely to obtain tlie 
object. 

iJr. Lefroy, M.P. — I hold in my hand a resolution, and as 
far as I am able to collect an opiaion upon the subject, I think 
it will meet with the uiiunimous support of the meeting, it is, 
" That in the opinion of this meeting it is expedient that three 
great leading lines of Hallway in Ireland, one to the North, one 
to the Southj and one to the West should be simultaneously 
constructed." 

This is in fact to complete three great lines of Railway, they 
are to the North, South and West, to the exclusion or postpone- 
ment of every other. After the consideration given to tiiis ques- 
tion by xaosi persons in this room, it would be vain for me to 
address this meeting on the subject, I shall therefore make but 
one observation, — that it be desirable, thatas nianytrunksshould 
be made in as many directions, for it will follow as an inevitable 
consequence that branches will run out of them. I think they 
should be adopted according to the substance of this resolution, 
and secure the same assistance to each line. Whatever may be 
the opinion on private speculation, these are the lines which 
should be first made as promising most effectual return to the 
undertakings. With these views I submit the resolution to 
the meeting. 

Mr. French, M.P. — In seconding this resolution, I wish it to be 
understood, that I do not pledge myself to all the rest; for my 
own part 1 am anxious that the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioners should be attended to, and all the lines undertaken by 
Government. 

Mr. Achersly. — As a freeholder of Kilmainhani, I take 
leave to move an amendment to the resolution, "that it is the 
opinion of this meeting, that the highways of Ireland, whether 
they be upon land, or upon water; that for the security, the 
honour and interest of the people, they should be confided to the 
people of Ireland, being for the best interest of the public and 
the Empire at large, &c." In offering this amendment, I do it 
on this conviction, that the Act of Parliament passed in 1 766, 
secured to us, this title. Here the honourable gentleman went 
at some length into what he called the tenurial rights of Ireland, 
and concluded by protesting against Joint Stock Companies 
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which UBurp the right to ruii through a man's property without bis 
coQsent : by which lie may be deprived of his francliide. 

The Chairman enquired if any gpntleman seconded it; no 
one responding to the call, the resolution fell still-born. 

Mr. Pirn. — I will ask one question, whether the honourable 
mover will consent to leave out the word simultaneously? for it 
pledges the meeting to something : besides, Lord Morpeth may 
not feel himself justified to go beyond one line, i think unani- 
mity is a great object at such a meeting, I will therefore put it 
to the honourable mover, whether he had not better expunge 
this word, for it will be utterly impossible for Governnient to 
consent to a simultaneous construction of the three hnes, 

Mr. Eneas M'HonnolL — I must say the word simultaneous 
is so good a word, and has been so much used on late occasions, 
that I hope it will not be expunged. 

Mr. French. — The whole force of the resolution de{>ends on 
that word, I cannot therefore consent to its being erased. 

Mr. Vigors, M.P. — We do not wish to dictate to Lord Mor- 
peth ; the resolution is meant to express the feeling of tlie meet- 
ing that the three great lines should be undertaken at the same 
time. Lord Morpetli has stated he cannot work them out all at 
once ; we have good grounds to go upon, let us therefore express 
our opinion. 

Sir Wm. Soiaerville, M.P. — I attended here this day not to 
take part in the proceedings of thia meeting, but to collect as 
much information as I could. Nothing has been said while I 
have been in this room to alter luy opinion. I would press upon 
this meeting to be cautious in tbeir proceedings ; you have had 
an offer from Government, such as was never made by any Go- 
vernment before, yet it is not sufficient to satisfy your wish. I 
listened with great attention to the speech made by Mr. Ber- 
mingham, and for his exertions in the cause of railways, he is 
entitled to the thanks of Ireland ; but I think we are proceeding 
on wrong grounds, I do not approve of the proposition that we 
are to retire back upon private enterprize. Let me ask the gen- 
tlemen present who know what Ireland is, what will be the vast 
cost in constructing railways? what is two and a-half millions 
to construct three great lines? it will be but a drop of water in 
the sea, and then we are to retire upon what experience tells us, 
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is insufficient for the purposes of Ireland. You have no reason 
to EuppoBe Government will advance more tliau two millions 
anda-half; but if I understand Mr. Bermingham, if they advance 
30 per cent, of the capital, the monied interest will come forward 
and lend us the remainder. Has government made you this pro- 
mise ? Why, the construction of these lines will cost twenty 
millions. What sum do you calculate it will cost you to com- 
plete the three lines ? 

Mr. Bermingkam. — The series of lines marked out by the 
Commissioners are to the North, North-west, South, and South- 
west, and are estimated to cost for the South and South-west, ex- 
tending 299 miles, 2,729,500^. ; for the North and North-west 
lines extending 154 miles, 2,221,637/.; for the West line as far as 
Mullingar extending 38 miles and a half, 310,000/. The total 
distance of these lines is 472 miles, and the total cost 6,261,037/. 
to which f will add a line from Armagh to Belfast, to complete 
the Northern serieaof the Commissioners" lines extending 40 miles, 
at a probable cost of 600,000/. ; and from Mullingar by Athlone 
to Galway to complete the Western series 75 miles, at a cost of 
760,000/. thus making the total distance 586 miles, at a total 
cost of 6,600,000/, wluch you will perceive is taken from the cal- 
culation of the Commissioners, as far as they have estimated 
them ; and added to the other portions, will complete the whole of 
the series of the three main hues to the coast. North, South and 
West, The honourable Baronet will here perceive lie is in a great 
error in his calculation, and I am happy in having the opportunity 
of referring to Mr. Vignoles, Civil Engineer, who I see by my side, 
to corroborate this statement, as he was employed by the Com- 
missioners, and was previously Engineer to this very Company 
whose line he highly praised, it being uncommonly cheap in ex- 
ecution, and very productive in traffic, I think the honourable 
member is correct when he says we should be cautious that we 
do not lose the two and a-half millions which is to assist us ; but 
if Lord Morpeth and the Government are deterimned to make 
these lines, which I would strongly recommend them not to do, 
we will shew them how they may do so and yet give satisfaction 
to Ireland. They may carry one line as far.as Maryborough, the 
other to Athlone, and the third to Castle Blaney by Drogheda ; 
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this will be accomplishing a great deal, and this may be done 
according to their own shewing for the sum of two million ster- 
ling ; I am satisfied they can do this under the two and a half 
millions. But as I before said, 1 have authority to state, that the 
whole of the three great lines may be completed with the assist- 
ance of the two and a half millions. Let a Committee be 
formed, and let the facta be laid before them, and the result 
would be beneficial to Ireland. I do not come here to give my 
opinion against the majority of the meeting ; yet I feel satisfied 
if Lord Morpeth will consent to lend us this money, the re- 
mainder will be immediately subscribed. 

Mr. Pirn. — I think this discussion is not regular; the ques- 
tion before us is not a private enterprize — we are therefore a Uttle 
out of order. 

Mr. Bermingham. — I cannot submit to the honourable gen- 
tleman's interruption, but I will submit to the meeting whether 
I am to proceed. Sir William Somerville stated, that if the two 
and a-half millions were lent to us as proposed, it would be in- 
sufficient, as it would cost 20 miUions to execute all the lines. 
I was about to explain. The Commissioners in their report 
state, they could execute their three lines for less than seven 
milhons. 

Mr. Pirn. — This is out of order, Mr. Chairman, a gentleman 
rises to explain and then commences with a new speech. 

The Chairman thought Mr, Bermingham was in order, and 
should be allowed to proceed. 

Sir William Somerville. — 1 own I have been misinformed, and 
the statements I have made are in error. I formed my estimate 
by the cost of the English lines, I did not take into consideration 
the difference in the price of labour, but I believe the Commia- 
Bioners propose laying down but one hue, 

Mr. Lewis Smyth — The Commissioners estimate the coat of a 
double line of Railway at from 10 to 12,O0OA per mile, and a 
single line at 8,O00A 

Sir W. Somerville. — 1 do not think Mr. B. was out of order, — 
I asked for information: not being desirous of throwing any 
obstacle in the way, I did not wish to take much part in the 
proceedings, i neither approve nor disapprove of any plan ; I 
merely attend to hear all 1 can, and when the proper time arrives 




I shall do the best I can to carry out this great object. I feci 
thankful to Mr- Bermingham for the iaformatioa lie has given to 
me. 

Mr. Bermingham. — With permission of the meeting, I will 
now shew the cost of constructing these lines from Dublin to 
a point between Maryborough and Mountrath, called the first 
part of the main trunk line from Dublin to Cork, or southern 
line, 52-J- miles in length, persons moving one mile in one direc- 
tion daily thereon, 8728, and at a cost of 650,000/. This trunk 
line would facilitate communication with Limerick, Cork, and 
Waterford. The western line, running from Dublin to Galway, 
commencing at a point Cellbridge, on the southern line, by Mul- 
iingar and stopping at Athlone, length 60 miles, 5100 passengers 
move one mile in one direction daily thereon, at a coat of 
600,000/. This line will give facility of communication to the 
whole province of Connaught, and parts of the provinces of 
Leinster and Munster, and, taken in connection with the pro- 
posed improvements of the river Shannon, wilt give above 300 
miles of steam communication to these provinces in communica- 
tion with Dublin. For the northern line from Dublin by Navan 
to Castle Blaney,as a trunk for the line by Armagh to Belfast in 
length 64 miles, number of persons moving in one direction one 
mile daily thereon, 6313, at a coat of 800,000/. ; this comprises 
what is called 1st, 2d, and 3d parts of the Northern Series. This 
will enable Government, if theydetennine toimdertake these lines, 
to construct impartially 176^ miles of Railway on the three great 
lines, N. S. and W., at a cost of 2,050,000^., and in the most pro- 
fitable direction, leaving a residue out of the proposed grant 
which might enable them to carry out the recommended improve- 
ments of the river Shannon. I do not pledge myself to the 
correctness of these statements, but they are founded on those 
of Her Majesty's Commissioners, and on all accomits I conceive 
the returns will be highly remunerative on these trunk hnes. 
But if Lord Morpeth is really desirous of carrying out the lines 
in Ireland to their full extent, let bim lend us the money and we 
can make the three great lines. I have given my opinion and, I 
hope, to the satisfaction of the meeting. 

Mr. Eneas MDonnell. — Do you propose to go by tlie way of 
Holy Cross l 
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Several Genilemen said Yes, yes ! It is tlie most desirable 
point ; other voices, No, no ! 

Mr. Bermingham. — Maryborough might be made a common 
point, and the remainder left open for future consideration. 

Mr. Pirn. — I should not have presumed to have taken part 
in the proceedings of this meeting, seeing the characters of the 
gentlemen who surround nie, had 1 not been deputed by the 
Governor of the Bank of Ireland. I agree with the principles 
of the resolution before you; but I will support the suggestion 
thrown out by Sir William Somerville, that we should be very 
cautious in our proceedings. The Committee sitting in Dublin 
are of opinion, that great difficulties have been thrown in the 
way of the construction of Kailways in Ireland by the Go- 
vernment measure not having been sufficiently bold, I believe 
Lord Morpeth has encountered greater difficulties than he would 
have, if he had brought forward a more comprehensive measure 
in the first instance : let it be tested in the south, and one in the 
north will soon follow ; or let them be constructed simultaneously. 
A measure of greater importance to Ireland was never brought 
before Parliament. I would recommend gentlemen to be 
cautious how they throw the apple of discord in the way of these 
proceedings ; for it may be caught at by the enemies to the 
measure, and our present advantage lost to us. I think whatever 
may be the line first commenced, it will be followed by the con- 
struction of others. I wish to agree with the spirit of the re- 
solution; it will be better for us, and for those who have only 
the interests of Ireland in view, to press forward with one line. 
I feel those to the north and to the west will receive great 
assistance from Dublin. We feel we are entitled to great con- 
sideration in this respect, having no partial or local interest. 
We feel the lines should be laid in the best direction ; and that 
those be adopted which Mr. Bermingham has mentioned. I am 
not inclined to dispute his opinion, that the sum proposed to be 
advanced by Government vrill secure these three lines ; but I can 
say, from my intimate knowledge of matters of this kind, and 
from the difficulty I have seen in raising money, that Mr. B. 
is mistaken in the proposition he has made ; but if it were to be 
accomplished, I would not give to private parties the uncontrolled 
management over them. I know the opinion of many persons 
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wlio are Interested in llie management of Railways : they say 
their doty is to study the interest of the proprietors and not the 
public, — that is a second consideration with them. On these 
grounds I would again implore the meeting to be cautious. I 
am sure there is not one individual in this room but feels anxious 
for the interest of his country ; they should, therefore, take care 
that nothing shall arise to prevent or retard the construction of 
these lines. I will not bring forward an amendment ; but I 
think we should adjourn, rather than adopt the resolution pro- 
posed, — it would be more decorous not to pledge ourselves to 
any particular measure. I will sit down by imploring the 
meeting not to be too hasty. 

The Chairman now put the Hesolution, when it was carried by 
a large majority. 

Mr. ReddingtoH, M. P. — In common with my friends near me, 
I attend this meeting to obtain information ; but 1 feel no con- 
clusion has been come to. I do not intend to pledge myself to 
any particular hne ; but wait until the question comea before the 
House of Commons. Without prejudice, I therefore propose the 
following Resolution : — 

" That any aid by Government to Railways in Ireland, ought to 
be distributed in due proportion to the three provinces in 

Ireland." 



The question is, is Government to undertake these Railways ? 
1 think they can do it with great advantage; but if they do, it 
should be of a general nature, it should be for the genera! 
benefit. I rather approve of Government interference in these 
undertakings; but if they decline, they may be completed by 
the aid of private capital. We are told if the Government carry 
out the line to the south, private parties will not take it up in the 
north. If we do not obtain the assistance of Parliament, we 
must throw ourselves into the hands of private capitalists. 
Parliament is about to legislate upon the question; let us then 
give it every information. I think we may adopt this Resolutioa 
without pledging ourselves to any particular point. I trust that 
we shall be able to go to the Government with some definite 
proposition, and that all will not end in mere discussion. 
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Mr. Vigors, M. P. — I will second this Resolution. Our great 
object is to have Railways in Ireland, and to have them supported 
by the Government. I agree that, in carrying out this object, 
we shall meet with two opposing interests, — competing lines may 
be reconciled ; but there is a party, and a strong one, which will 
oppose the Government, and try to mar our object, — we may 
call them Liberals, or Radicals ; but they will not be disposed 
to give U3 any aid. That party will think it is a gift; and 
will refer back to those times when Ireland was assisted by 
loans, which were afterwards made a gift: they will say it will 
be the case on the present occasion ; and therefore they will not 
consent to the grant. But I will state to them, — Ireland can 
give a security for returning the money, — nay, even more Uian a 
return. A prejudice exists ; and they will attempt to ai^ue that 
there will he no chance of its being returned. They will say, — 
if it were a good speculation, private enterprise would undertake 
it. Now, if we can prove private enterprise would undertake it 
on certain conditions, it would be a fair answer to their 
objections by proving there is the security, or private individuals 
would not come forward and subscribe their money. It is thei«- 
fore our duty to reconcile, by convincing these two parties, and 
our object is obtained. We do not want to throw it entirely into 
private hands ; nor do we wish to give Government the ex- 
clusive management. We wish to unite the two great means for 
the benefit of the country, that of public sanction and private 
enterprise. We must also consult that strong party which is 
against us, which will not consent to lay the money out in 
Ireland, but would rather lend it to the New Zealanders, or any 
other distant inhabitants of the globe, than Ireland. If we can 
prove that private individuals are ready to advance one-half the 
money, we have reason to suppose the Government will feel 
secure in lending the other half. The grand object of this meet- 
ing is to assist Lord Morpeth : let tlie landed proprietors present 
be united, and I think they will have great influence with bis 
Lordship; if we institute an enquiry and realise what we state, 
that private enterprise will come forward and complete the three 
great lines, and further, that the two and-a-half millions will be 
sufficient for our purpose, he cannot refuse, but if we fail in our 
proof, the cause falls to the ground. Let us lay the facts before 
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ivernment and assist tliem ia their determiaatioii ; let us show 
them our object is theirs and that it can be effected. With these 
views I lake leave to second the ResoliitioD. 

Mr. Jos. Grattan, M.P. — It is said that we are to do nothing 
that shall produce discord, and that we must act with caution : 
1 am here to-day for the purposes I stated before. Mr. Lucas 
has given notice of an amendment which is the com men cement of 
discord ; but my opinion is, if we are to have a loan of two and a 
half milHons, it is sufficient to produce concord, and I think 
should give satisfaction. But I am told that this does not, for I 
find the gentlemen in the West of Ireland, ably represented by 
Mr. Bermingham, and those in the North, represented by Mr. 
Lucas, are not satisfied; why if men will not promote the 
object, but create disunion, the question is whether the thing will 
be attempted ? If we grant money, let it benefit the public and 
improve the country ; I care not with which line you commence, 
the only object I have in view is the interest of my country ; then 
let us as Sir Wm. Somerville says, be cautious in our proceedings. 
We should open the ears of Lord Morpeth, go to hira in a body 
and state to him the views of this meeting. That it would be 
expedient in constructing Railways, that public aid should be 
joined by private enterprise ; I feel it desirable that we should be 
aided by the En ghsh capitalists, let them ^o " pari passu." I 
have no objection to Government taking them up, but I know very 
well that the grand juries manage these things much more 
economically. I am satisfied if they were carried out by the 
Government, the expense would be considerably greater than if 
done by private enterprize. Is it not desirable that a Committee 
be appointed to wait on Lord Morpeth, so as to try and 
prevent a discus^on in the House of Commons ? 

Sir David Roche — I perceive, fiom the observations of Mr. 
Grattan, that it is intended to throw the whole Railways of 
Ireland into private hands. I am opposed to it, for I think, even 
in this country it will end in an oppressive monopoly. I know 
nobodyofmen who will give up their private interests for the pub- 
lic good. I therefore think, we should not place the public money 
under the coutroul of private individuals. I should as soon sup- 
port one hue as another ; for I am certain, that if they be begun, 
they will be carried on throughout the country. I object to these 



projecta being aupported for private ends, eitlier in England or 
in Ireland ; we should be cautious bow we consent to such prin- 
ciples. 

Mr. BermiRgkam — It is necessary for rae to state most 
positively, that I left the question an open one. I did not wish to 
force my opinion upon the meeting, or to press any Resolution. 
This Resolution does not compel Government to lend the money, 
they may make the roads tliemselves. I most distinctly disclaim 
it, not having had the least idea when I entered this room what 
gentlemen would agree to, or what oppose — and I feel myself 
perfectly free to agree with the gentlemen present in advocating 
what is deemed best for Ireland. 

Mr. Mahony — I would support any line, whether running from 
the north, the west, or the south. I only want it to commence, 
for it will then go on favourably. The honourable member for 
Carlow says, there is a party in the House of Commons, which 
is opposed to granting us money, for fear we shall not pay them. 
I know there is a great desire on the part of the English capi- 
talists to assist Ireland. Then why should Parliament refuse 
what private individuals do not ? The money lately voted for 
Irish purposes, I never considered a loan, but given in the way of 
justice, and as a means of pacification. We have always paid 
Government punctually. 700,000?, has been lent, and is in the 
course of repayment, to be lent again. But Parliament has 
advanced the matter further — that of improving the Shannon. 
You are now legislating on this important work. 

Mr, Smyth — I beg the honourable gentleman's pardon, the 
Bill is not now before the house. 

Mr. Mahony — No. But Parliament is pledged to the measure, 
also to improve Cork, Limerick, Belfast, and even Galway. 

Mr. Slake, M.P. for Galway — And we are repaying the sum 
borrowed by tolls chained upon ourselves, 

Mr. Mahony — That is a tact more strongly in our favour, and 
it is no small matter to improve a country, and employ Irishmen 
who are to do the work. Who ia to do it? why, the state, and 
if we had the same facilities of borrowing in Ireland, that you 
have in England, by the grant of Exchequer Bills, we could 
raise money there without bringing them on the London Exchange, 
— give us the same facilities in Ireland as you have in England, 
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we wilt not then ask for any money. I will not ask whether the 
prop06ttion in to embrace six, ten, or twenty millions, but that 
the Railway is to be upon a most comprehensive plan. After 
deducting the annual expenses from the receipts, we are to pay 
off the money advanced, when that is liquidated and a surplus 
remains it is then to be sunk in the reduction of the feres. But 
suppose the traffic in Ireland would not support this view, we must 
then be bound by a county presentment, to make up the deBciency ; 
suppose the sum to be 82,500^. it would be 6,000/. for each county, 
and it cannot be stated in, or out of Parliament, that any one 
county is not a security for 6,000/. a-year. The first thing is to 
¥Ote a presentment, but if the Grand Jury refuse to do it, the 
judge lias the power to make the order. A party may say we 
will not trust Ireland for the sum of 82,500^., but they should 
not forget to look at both the expense and the revenue of Ireland, 
with its debts, when they will find a surplus revenue. This is daily 
increasing, and there is uo improvement in Ireland, but aids in 
the improvement of the revenue. I appeal to my noble friend, 
the Knight of Keny, who has all along been in favour of 
improvement, if he knows of any improvement that has not 
repaid us. I say there is no shadow of ai^ument against our 
not being able to give a security for money that may be lent us. 

The Knight of Kerry. — 1 concur with the observation of the 
honourable Baronet (Sir W.Somerville), that we should act with 
caution. I think there will be a strong opposition to this sum 
being granted. I therefore think we should concur zealously to 
dispossess the public mind of all unfavourable feehng, by every 
explanation in our power ; to shew there is no probability of a 
failure in our purpose. I was one of a body who first brought 
the Government attention to these loans in aid. Before Ireland 
is intersected with these lines, it would be advisable to guard 
against the faults which have been met with in England, that of 
creating a great monopoly, which is at present so seriously felt, 
and is increasing in such a way, that we hear of it as a daily 
complaint— let ua remedy the evils which grow out of these 
private mismanagements. If it be desirable in England, it is 
equally so in Ireland — let us avoid falling into such errtrs. In 
1836 a plan was recommended to Government, that they should 
not entertain private applications, but have Engineers to survey 
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the country for a series of Riiil ways in Ireland, it grew out of the 
Commission proposed by Parliament. Now with that Commis- 
sion I agreed, but I shall not proceed further on this occasion. 
I shall take another opportunity to apeak on tJiat question. 
We propose lines of several trunks, to which we express our 
assent by this resolution. The danger which I feel will be in- 
curred is, that if the Government make a proposition to assist 
each particular line of railway in Parliament, it will meet with ob- 
stacles in the grant. I think we shall have great difficulty in 
passing it through the House of Commons. One of the main 
lines will pass through my property in Limerick, but I am not 
influenced by it, I will act with impartiality. I would say, if 
you wish to carry the Government measure, you must act impar- 
tially. I would have a main trunk to run to the West, North, 
and South, and I would impress upon you the necessity of com- 
bining private enterprise with public exertion. Sir, one of the 
grounds on which I agree in supporting the grant is, that the 
application of it may be directed by persons of unquestionable 
knowledge; but should it be to the exclusion of private enter- 
prise, and Government will lend its aid of public money, we should 
take them at their word and leave it in their hands. After 
they have confened this benefit on Ireland, we will leave 
it to them to foi-m brandies if they desii'e it, aud I have no 
doubt but it will be done in the best manner by Government. 
When I applied to Government for the first grant, which was in 
Lord Liverpool's time, I said it was not to be a gift, but that it 
was to be repaid, and the guide was, it was to he lent to a useful 
object, and would be repaid. I am proud to say, that on all 
these grants the pubhc faith has been kept as far as concerns 
Ireland. I believe it was in 1804 that some thousands were 
lent, all of which were repaid. I may say every farthing which 
was advanced has been faithfully and honestly repaid, therefore 
I feel bound to deny the charge of want of faith in Ireland. We 
have a right to appeal to past conduct, and the public will not 
be disappointed, I liope we shall be unanimous to-day and 
that no divisioa will take place in Ireland, which may embarrass 
and defeat the measure. 

Mr. Henry Grattan, M.P.~~\ feel that if we disagree, the 
whole matter will fall to the ground. If we go along with 
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Government we shall succeed. The resolutions are drawn up 
with that view. The statement made by my honourable friend, 
who has juat spoken, that we have always paid the money bor- 
rowed, is correct, and there is every desire to prevent this grant 
from being lost to them. 

Mt. Quin, — Having taken an active part in discussions on the 
subject in Ireland, and having made Ireland my pecuhar study 
— having travelled all round and through a great part of Ireland, 
I hope I may be excused in offering myself to this Meeting. I 
think we should take every opportunity to expose the charge 
made against us, that we have not repaid the sums boiTowed by 
us. The Radicals of this country presume to say every vote of 
money has been a gift to Ireland. IVow, an exchequei^bill is a 
bill of exchange on the Treasury of Ireland, the same as on 
England; if, therefore, a loss is sustained, Ireland will share in 
that loss. It is only within a very few years the two Treasuries 
have been united ; if we had a separate Treasury we should have 
no difficulty in raising the money, for we have ample capital in 
Ireland to sustain any loss ; but the question is, is there any 
danger of sustaining a loss ? We shall first give a mortgage on 
the works, which, if the Commissioners' opinion is worth a 
farthing, we are told will repay the whole sum granted for the 
esecutjon of the line. Independent of this, there is another se- 
curity — that of the districts through which these lines will pass. 
Lastly, they may be secured by the counties. Now, looking to 
these lines with the security, will any man in England say, this 
is a gift to Ireland ? — if there is one, his opinion is not worth a 
ferthiug. On this ground, I think, this Meeting should tell the 
public of England we do not want it as a gift, but as a loan. 
Now, we must be both unauimous and cautious, for it is of im- 
portance that we should have one line carried out, the rest will 
follow as a necessary consequence. 

The Chairman then put the resolution, and it was agreed to 
without one dissentient. 

Mr. Bermingkam. I will now read to you the next resolution. 
" That while we agree in the suggestions offered in the forego- 
ing Resolutions, we would respectfully suggest, that the 
proposed loan should be applied to the simultaneous com.- 
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meucement atid cunyiiig on tlie Lliiee (jieat liiiei> tu tlie 
North, West, and South, as far as jiossible." 

Mr. O'Connell. — We are dictating a lillle. I donotthiak. 
we should dictate to any Government. 

Mr. Blake, M.P. — I think we are approving of the Govern- 
ment, we do Dot attempt to dictate, we merely recommend to 
Government. 

Mr. O'Connell. — 1 believe my right honourable friend is uiis- 
taken in his view. We agree that we shall have three lines in 
the first inetaDce, but to leave Connaught out of those lines i& 
unjuet and tin reasonable, and the public seldom succeed when 
they are either. Let us shape our resolution so that we may 
mutually partake of the advantage ; we may then get the sup- 
port of ihe honourable member for Londonderiy. If the line is 
only to run to the South, the members from the Nortli «'ill be 
found to oppose it, but if you adopt both, it may be met. You 
may talk of private speculation, but you cannot run in face of 
the Railway Report, where the Commissioners have declared 
you shall only receive four and a half per cent.; and it is ridicu- 
lous to talk of a loan from the Government upon the estimate of 
the Commissioners ; besides, you must go through the expensive 
ordeal of a Committee of the House, being one of the worst 
places of punishment on this side the hottest place, and which 
you cannot escape. I could not help smiling, on reading a com- 
munication from tlie London coiTespondent of a Paris paper, 
where he states the Government plan of the Irish Railway Bill 
will be carried, for Mr. O'Connell is a lai^e share-holder, and 
the Government cannot refuse him the boon. This is the know- 
ledge of an historian of the present day, writing from one capital 
lo the other ! The thing must give way altogether if we do not 
adopt some plan wlilch shall be regulated by common seoae. Let 
us take three divisions of Ireland and shai-e the advantage be- 
tween them, and let us fix on some place to where the lines 
shall proceed. We shall then each partake in the advantage, 
when my honourable friend, the member for Galway, will no 
doubt concur with me. I will now submit the resolution,* 

Mr. Freiicli. — There is a great diflerence between the resolu- 
tion proposed by Mr. Lefroy and that by Mi . O'Connell ; we fix 
the points, but we do not ask for u long line, we shall accom- 
* TIic lewlulioii was altered lu j5 it dow siaads. 



plieli the object if we go to AUilone in the first iustaiice, theu to 
Tliurles, and then to Castle Blaney, which will cost only two 
mi I lions four hundred thousand pounds. 

Mr. Pirn. — I have pleasure ia seconding the resolution put 
by Mr. O'Connell, it Just meets our views, and 1 feel it will be 
the best means of securing this measure ; we shall then be able 
to commence the three lines. 

The Chairman then put tbe resolution, and it was carried. 

Mr. Baron, M. P. — 1 have no private interest in these lines, 
but I do hope we shall come before Parliament, and before the 
country, with a definite object, and not suffer the whole Session 
to pass in discussing whether the line shall go to the North, 
South, or West. I wish for a line to all the points, and to each 
a sum should be granted by the Government, they should be 
under the controul of Government, and conducted by a respon- 
sible body. Those gentlemen who are interested in private specu- 
lation will not approve of this. I presume our object is to 
obtain an advance of money and put them under the controul of 
Parhament; but if we ask for money to complete them, we 
shall want five or six milUons more, that is my view, and I 
throw it out as a suggestion ; but, above all, do not let us go to 
Parliament divided in opinion, if we do, we shall get nothing. 

Sir Dacid Hoche. As Mr. Vignolea is in the room, I would 
wish to have hb opinion on the question. 

Mr. Vignoles, Civil Engineer. 1 should have felt it difficult 
to have given an opinion, but from the words which fell from 
the honourable Baronet, " whether the three lines going to cer- 
tain points should be commenced at once." I consider the dis- 
tricts are all so full of commerce, agriculture, and traffic, that 
they will produce an ample return, so much so, that I am satis- 
fied there is no chance of any call being made on the counties, 
and the most sceptical will not oppose them. The Commis- 
sioners have made a calculation of return at four and a halfjier 
ceut. Why ? because they have thrown the most unprofitable part 
of the Country into their lines, and omitted the profitable ; tbe 
points in the three lines which I should fix upon are — to the 
North, Castle Blaney ; Athlonc, in the West; and Thurles, in 
the South ; which will give us ample security, what remains of 
the principal should go for an extension of the line. We skaU 



not be discouraged in a fresh application, if we can prove tfit 
firet has been profitably expended, it will be a foundation for a 
further advance for the extension of the line which must 
follow. 

Mt. Baron, M. P. — The first part being made through the 
most profitable portion of the country, parties will not be ready 
to extend the line through the least profitable portion of the 
country. 

Mr. Pirn. — It ia of importance to the public that all should 
be in the hands of Government ; if it were in private hands they 
would not extend it for the benefit of the public. But being in 
the hands of Government, they will pursue it. 

Mr, Baron, M.P. — I said let tbe responsibility be with them. 

Mr. Lewis Smyth. — 1 should have been glad to have let this 
resolution pass, as I did the others, without speaking; but as 
certain opinions are so often repeated, and as other persons have 
seen fit to qualify their assent to our proceedings, I hope I shall 
not be considered as intruding myself on the meeting, if I shortly 
explain my views, and the course I consider myself to be taking. 
The proceedings laid before this meeting were meant to be 
such as would secure unanimity, the importance of wbich 
I do not undervalue. I think then this is a fit opportunity 
for me to say, I agree with the last resolution, not because I 
expect it will ever be carried into effect by Government, as 
intimated by Mr. Pyra, but on the contrary, because I feel 
satisfied it ought and only can be put into practice by piivate 
enterprise under such regulations as Parliament may think fit to 
impose. 1 know that the opinion I now express does not meet 
with the concurrence of some Honourable Members, and other 
gentlemen in ibis room, but, on the other hand, I know it does 
meet with the approbation of many other Honourable Members, 
and a numerous portion of gentlemen both in this room and 
out of it. Sir, I was struck by a remark made by the Hon- 
ourable and Learned Member for Dublin, Mr. O'Coonell, which, 
as it happens to be contradicted by facts, I trust I may be 
allowed to answer at once. The Honourable and Learned Mem- 
ber said, that " no private enterprise could be pursued in the 
face of the Commissioners' report, and that no loan could be 
made by government to an Irish railway after the Commissioners' 
estimate." But this has actually been done, and it is set forth 




in the Report of the Commissioners of Public Works. It thus 
happens unfortunately for the correctness of Mr. O'Connell'a 
statement, that the two things which he says are out of the 
question, have both taken place. The Dublin and Drogheda 
railway — ("Oh ho!" from Mr. O'Connell.) I am stating facts 
and must repeat, that the Dublin and Drogheda Railway 
is a private undertaking : three fourths of the capital haa 
been anbacribed by English shareholders; and how are they 
acting ? Since Lord Morpeth made his statement in the House 
of Commons the English shareholders of the Dublin and Drog- 
heda Railway have met in Manchester and agreed to a further 
call in which they invite their brother shareholders in Ireland to 
follow them. And what is the consequence — a portion of the 
line will be open this year. That is my answer to the statement 
that private enterprise is out of the question, after the Repprt of 
the Commissioners. You see that English capital is still at our 
command, and still freely devoted to our improvement. Then as 
lo the other statement, that no loan can be made by Government 
to a Company after the Commissioners estimate, why, the Public 
Works Report printed the other day by Parliament, shows that 
Government has actually offered a loan to the Armagh and Bel- 
fast Railway, and that the Company have refused it. 

Mt, Qwiffl.— Do you mean to say that the Armagh and 
Belfast Railway has had no loan from Government ? 

Mr. Lewis Smyth. — Yes, I mean to say upon the authority of 
the official report just presented lo Parliament that they vrere 
oflered and refused a loan of £16,000. 

Mr. Maho?ii/,~^They applied for a loan in the first instance 
for £50,000. 

Mr. O'Connell. — The case is this. They complain and say 
faith has been broken with them. They aay they asked for and 
were promised £40,000, but that only £13,000 was afterwards 
ofiTered. 

Mr. Lewis Smyih. — Which they refused, and notwithstanding 
that breach of faith, — although Government offered a loan, and 
it was refused, — the works are proceeding, and the opening of 
the line to Lisburn is spoken of as certain this summer. That is 
my answer to the second statement, or rather to both statements, 
and it is conclusive. The Armagh and Belfast Railway is a 
private enterprise, it is progressing withoul aid from Government, 
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It was ofTered a loan and is able to do without it. T think 
it desirable to mentiou these points and to recall the meeting to 
those other points in connexion with this part of the subject 
which were so well made by my honourable friend Mr. Berming- 
ham. And here again the meeting should observe that if no 
reeolution has been placed before it distinctly in support of private 
enterprise, it is only because we desire not to risk the benefit of 
nnanimity which prevails on certain other important points. If 
only for the sake of curiosity, it is most desirable to see Irish- 
men for once united. I assent to this course out of respect to 
the gentlemen who have appeared here to-day, expressing at the 
same time ray full conviction that the statements made on our 
side will be found correct, and will be ultimately carried into 
effect, In stating it, I am under no apprehension of the unquali- 
fied advantages Ireland will derive from these undertakings. 
I say unqualified, because there cannot be a greater mistake 
than to join the cry fhat has been made against what are 
called the evils of monopoly. Railways are yet in their 
infancy, yet Parliament is not alow in iostitnting inquiries, 
and establishing provisions for their future controul. It was 
only last year that you had your first great line open, 
between London and Liverpool.- It was soon found that some 
inconvenience occurred in the transmission of letters by it. 
What did Parliament and the Government do? A bill was 
immediately brought in to remedy the inconvenience, and 
it passed in as short a space of time as any public measure 
of equal importance was ever known to do. In this, the second 
year of railway communications, other complaints have been 
made ; and again I ask — what have ParUament and the Govern- 
ment done ? A Committee of the House of Commons is now 
■itting, to enquire into every complaint that has been made, and 
every evil that has been pointed out ; and no man doubts that a 
full and effectual remedy will be provided for every real or 
imaginary defect, I then say, that where Government and 
Parliament have shown such a desire to remedy these evils, that 
a certain check will be given to all the evil monopoly can create 
just as fast, or perhaps faster than the evils can be called into 
existence. We have this further advantage as to railways in 
Ireland, that if constructed at all, they will be constructed under 



ihe advantage of all tlie knowledge and experience gained from 
those whicb have been constructed in England. In the present 
state and temper of the meeting with regard to Ireland, the main 
question remains to be determined upon, and after the under- 
standing which, as i conceive, we have come to, I shall merely 
observe generally, these facts by no means warrant the supposi- 
tion that there is a want of inclination on the part of English 
capitalists to invest money iu Ireland, but the reverse. I have 
here before me matter for many observations, and the fullest 
proofs upon this part of the subject, but it is unnecessary to go 
into them under existing circumstances. I have the share list of 
the railvvBy company, with the various professions, residences, 
and amount of shares of that wealthy proprietary, to which 1 
refer with peculiar satisftiction in the presence of Mr. Mahony, 
as he is himself a large shareholder. 1 have the deed of contract 
of the Dublin and Kilkenny Company, which is of a like satis- 
factory character ; and I have to state, with regard to the great 
line to the west that the subscription deed was ready ; the de- 
posit of 10 per cent, required by Parliament, was also ready to 
be paid up for the use of the undertaking, by capitalists of the 
first eminence, when the report and Government scheme inter- 
fered with that great and most desirable project. Connaught, 
therefore, must not be rejected, but hold itsdue place amongst the 
provinces of heland. Government must not be permitted to 
deprive it of those advantages which other parties offer it. In 
conclusion I have only to express again the conviction I enter- 
tain, that if these resolutions are to be acted upon — it can only, 
»nd ought only to be, through the medium of private enterprise. 
Mr. Mahony. — In advocating the principles upon which this 
meeting has met, I am not actuated by personal feelings, were if 
to be BO I should advocate those portions of the country which are 
removed from Dublin, and not the rich divisions. I believe, as 
Mr. Smith states, that many lines will be executed by private 
speculation; and with regard to the Dublin and Drogheda line, 
to which he has particularly alluded, that certainly can he made, 
but in adopting this view, we may sacrifice the general interest 
of the country. 1 take so strong an interest in this subject, that 
I came from Ireland to attend this meeting, my name having 
been mixed up too much with these affairs. But I will say all 
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my private inlereats would have carried ate th« other wsjr. ff 
I had regarded them onlv, I will rHer the meeting, not la page 
93 in the report, so mDch talked o^ bat to the appendix pag« 88 
for my recorded opinion ; and so far back as 1831. whea this 
qnestian was first diicDseed : that will shew that I have always 
beld tbe same ofnoion oa this siubject. 

Mr. Emetu JIPDomulL — I thiok there can be no &ro«r shewn 
to a puticBlar line. 1 would therefore soggest, that tbe woni 
ttmuUan^ms be introdoced tn that resolution. 

Mr. (TConneU. — I beg leave to inform the venerable gentle- 
man, that I bare not tbe smallest objection. 

Tbe Chairman then pnt tbe resolation, when it was carried. 

Mr. Bermingham then rose and mored, " That a deputation 
formed of the gentlemen present be appointed to wait on Lord 
Morpeth." 

Mr. Smyth. — I have a resolution to propose, which, as the 
meeting can hardly object to, 1 shall not speak upon, it is, "That 
a petition, embodying these resolutionE>, be prepared and signed 
by the Chairman on behalf of the meeting to be presented to 
Parliament." 

Mr. O'Connell. — As this is a pecuniary question, I think we 
must have the consent of the minister before we can go to 
Parliament, if the Government will not consent to grant the 
money, the Parliament will refuse it as a matter of course. 

Mr. Smyth. — There was a precedent before the House the 
other night. 

Mr. Blake. — The Government has already given its consent 
on the proposition being brought up by Lord Morpeth. 

Sir Wm. Somerville. — I must dissent from that resolution; 
we must first have a commumcation with Lord Morpeth, com- 
mon courlesy demands it, after the kind manner he bas acted 
towards us, and we also see there are many opinions in the way 
of agreeing to the resolution proposed to this meeting. To-day 
when 1 entered this room, 1 said I would not enter on record one 
opinion, but as I have proceeded so far, 1 will consent to be one 
of the committee appointed to wait on Loi-d Morpeth withont 
pledging myself; hut as Lord Morpeth states be shall go on 
with his line, I shall feel it my duty to vote with the Minister. 
If you can agree to the three lines being carried out simul- 
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taneously, I shall be glad to see it done, but rather than lose the 
boon I shall feel it my duty to Bupport the Miuister. 

Mr. Beamish, M.P. — I was not awaie we were pledged to 
oppose the Ministerial plan. If there he a division, 1 shall also 
feel it my duty to support the Minister, 

Mr. Archibald, M.P. — I think it more than probable that 
we shall obtain the money. 

Sir Wm. Somermlle. — I move that no further proceedings do 
take place until the opinion of Lord Morpeth be known. 

Mr. Smyth.— I will withdraw my resolution ; in doing so I 
wish it to be understood that i meant uo act of disrespect to 
the nobleman, filling his high station, independent of his private 
character, 

Mr. Blake. — I often differ in opinion with the Noble Lord. 
I think in going to the Government or to Parliament we shew a 
respect for the Minister. If the question comes to a division 
between Lord Morpeth and the public, I shall have no hesitation 
in giving my opinion in Parliament, 

Sir Wm. SomervUle. — I do not expect my honourable friend 
will, but I will ask him if it will not be more courteous not to 
do anything until we know what Lord Morpetb will do. 

Mr. French, and several other gentlemen, thought a resolution 
to that effect was unnecessary, it should be understood that 
nothing should be done, which was assented to. 

Mr. Ellis having left the Chair, 

Mr, O'Connell was voted to it. He said, — I hold in my hand 
a resolution, it is the thanks of this meeting to the gentleman 
who has j ust left the Chair, for bis very proper conduct in it 
this day. 

The Chairman. — I have to thank you for this mark of your 
favour; — nothing can be more delightful than for gentlemen to 
meet in unanimity for one common object, and that object the 
public good. 




APPENDIX. 



THE SUPERIOR FACILITY AND ECONOMY OF EF- 
FECTING RAILWAY COMMUNICATION THROUGH 
IRELAND BY MEANS OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 
CONSIDERED. 



Tub Map and Report of the General Irish Railway Committee 
embraces the three main lines now recommended, and branches, 
as either already surveyed or projected by companies — ^it was 
not su])posed that the entire series would be tal<.en up at once, 
but that the main lines being executed the branches would 
necessarily follow. 

There is no denying that the said Companies projected their 
lines in the most paying direction, and therefore approached the 
existing towns, rather than by opening out a new country, (the 
avowed object of the Commissioners) leave the return as a matter 
of speculation. 

By the aeries of the Committee (leaving lines due north and 
east into Dublin to be constructed distinct from the general 
series — capital having been subscribed and bills passed for lines 
from Dublin to Drogheda, and from Armagh to Belfast on the 
northern line, and from Dublin to Kingstown, capable of exten- 
sion to Bray and WickJow on the east.) One main line as far 
as Cellbridge serves as a trunk for the north-east and north-west, 
and the west, south-east, south and south-west, thereby avoiding 
the cutting up of much valuable land near the city, and much 
shortening the lines, 

Thb tqbeb main LtN£8, each forming a trunk for a series, as 
set forth on the Map of the Committee, are firstly — 



COMMITTEE'S SOUTHERN MAIN LINE, 

From Dublin to Cork by Cellhridge, near to Naas, Kildare, 
Athy, Carlow, Graigiie, Gowran, Kilkenny, Fethard, Cahir, 
Mitchell's Town, Mallow, to Cork, in length 170 miles, which at 
10,000^. per mile, will amount to somewhat under two millions 
sterling. This line will pass through a most populous country, 
along magnificent levels, giving facility of extension to the ports of 
Waterford, Wexford, Dungarvon, Youghall, as also to Limerick, 
aud ueariag the important towns, Thurles, Cashell, Tipperary, 
Clonmell, &c. 

There is to recommend this route, an important fact, that as 
far as Kilkenny a Company is formed, and has a bill and capital 
subscribed to the amount of 800,000/. therefore if 750,000/. 
sterling was lent to this Company at stock interest, by Govern- 
ment, it would doubtless set this great national work on foot, 
and a line from Dubhn to Cork would, in all probability, be 
executed in less than five years. The tolls on 170 miles would 
certainly be deemed ample security for 30,000/. per annum, to 
secure to Government the interest of the loan. 

It is right to observe, that tram-roads would no doubt be con- 
structed from the high-lands of the counties of Kilkenny, Water- 
ford, Tipperary, and Limerick to this main-line ; and thus the 
country would best be opened out and leave the locomotives to 
travel on the level land. 

The improvement of the river Shannon and the Galway Rail- 
way, by Athlone to Dubhn, along the great level of Ireland, would 
admit of tram-roads being constructed from the high-lands to the 
Shannon, and this centre Railway, and thus the country would 
be opened out most e See tually. 

COMMITTEE'S WESTERN MAIN LINE. 

This hue departs from Cellbridge, goes by Mullingar to 
Athlone, the central point of Ireland, midway on the Shannon, 
a river which Government has promised to improve for steamers, 
and which will give above two hundred miles of steam communi- 
cation thereon — so that from Limerick on the one hand, and 
from Sligo on the other, the passengers, trade, and commerce, 
of the entire province of Goiinaught and much of Leinster and 
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MuDster will come along this line of communication, which wl^ 
give steam conveyance to seventeen counties containing abov^ 
three millions and-a-half of inhabitants and ten millions of aci*es 
of land, and from Athlone continues on near to Ballinasloe the 
great cattle market of the west, and nearing Mount Bellew, 
Loughrea, and Tuam to the port of Gralway, where New Docks 
and Quays are now about being completed, a town whose 
revenues annually increase, and to whose port a principal portion 
of the American trade will inevitably flow ; this line is in length 
105 miles, can be executed for a double line of rails, at 10,000/. 
per mile, or for one million and fifty thousand pounds sterling. 
A company has a Bill now before Parliament, for a first extension, 
to Mullingar and Athlone ; and has already 200,000/. sterling of 
the necessary capital subscribed, and more ready to be sub- 
scribed, as if 500,000/. sterling be lent at stock interest by 
Government, to the parties concerned they declare their readi- 
ness to execute the work, so that this line also could be com- 
pleted in less than five years. 

COMMITTEE'S NORTHERN MAIN LINE. 

If 750,000/. sterling were lent by Government at Stock 
interest between the Drogheda, Armagh, and Belfast companies, 
doubtless the great northern line would also be executed for the 
entire length, from Dublin by Drogheda and Armagh to Belfast, 
being in length 105 miles, which at a cost of 12^000/. sterling a 
mile would amount to somwhat under one million and a quarter 
sterling, and then there would remain of the proposed loan of 
two millions and a half — after two millions had been lent to the 
aforesaid three companies— half a million sterling to complete 
the improvement recommended for the river Shannon, by her 
Majesty's Commissioners. 

This would appear to be the safest course for Government to 
pursue guarding the public interest, amply securing the repay- 
ment of the public advances, and legitimately effecting great good 
to Ireland. 

In what manner can two and a half millions sterling be more 
amply secured, and surely as two of the companies already having 
their bills are ready to proceed, as also the third as far as 
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Athlone, if given its Bill this Session, all might go on simul- 
taneously (if assisted in the manner proposed) in employing the 
Irish peasantry. 

The Government giving all facilities, bills, &c., and protecting 
the companies fi*om excessive demand for damage of land, and 
reserving full power to regulate the mode in which her Majesty's 
mails, &c. &c, shall be conveyed, and in every possible manner 
protecting the public from imposition or extravagant demands. 



THE CASE OF GOVERNMENT MAKING IRISH 
RAILWAYS CONSIDERED. 

If Government shall persevere in its intention of making Irish 
Railways, I conclude it must have them executed by contract, 
so that here private enterprise must aid in their formation ; again 
after the rail road is open Government must let the carrying also 
be by tender, and here again private enterprise must help them. 
Quere then, would it not be much better in the 6rst instance to 
frame laws, (liable to alterations as experience may dictate) 
allowing parties, whether aided or not by the state, to choose 
their own lines, subject to the controul of the said laws. The 
very necessity of Government aiding the companies by loans, 
will inevitably give it sufficient controul. 

THE COMMISSIONERS' LINES CONSIDERED. 

Northern Series— Miles. 

Dublin to Armagh - - - 85^ 

Navan to Enniskillen - - - 68^ 

To which must be added, to complete the 

Armagh line to Belfast - - - 40 

Total length - - - 194 

To complete the Com mission ere' Lines from Dublin to Belfast 
and Enniskillen, at the cost of 10,000/. per mile, will be under 
two millions sterling for constructing the Northern Series. 



THE COMMISSIONERS' SOUTHERN LINES 
CONSIDERED. 



From Dublin to Cork 

Their Kilkenny Branch 

Their Limerick Branch 

Their Waterford and Limerick Line 

The Junction Line - - - 

Total length 



26i 
37 



27 8i 



For constructing which, at the coat of 10,000/, per mile, the sum 
will be under thi-ee millions sterling. 



THE COMMISSIONERS' WESTERN MAIN LINE 
CONSIDERED. 

This line, departing from Cellbiidge on the Southern Series, 
enda at MuUiiigar; but to it must necessarily be added (in order 
to make it a main line to Galway, and thereby meet tJie claims 
of the province of Connaught) ; ooe by Atblone, nearing Balli- 
nasloe, Tuana, and Loughrea to Galway, making in the entire 
length 114 miles — which, at 10,000/. per mile, will be under one 
million and a quarter sterling. This supposes a double line of 
rails. 

Therefore, adding to the Commissioners' lines a line from 
Armagh to Belfast, and from Mullingar by Athlone to Galway, 
thereby producing all their main lines out to the coast, the sum 
requisite will be six millions and a quarter sterling for construct- 
ing 586 miles of Railway, which will give the advantages of 
Railway communication from Dublin to Belfast, Enniskillen, 
Galway, Cork, and Waterford, which sum, calculated at three 
and a half per cent, stock interest, will be under 200,000/. per 
annum, for securing which it would seem that the toll on the 
said 686 miles of Railway communication to the Northern, 
Southern, and Western e.\treniities, will be ample security. Be 
it remembered that the postage of letters alone (aa by Commis- 
sioners' Report) is 270,000/. ]>er annum in Ireland, not to men- 



bOQ tbe annual cost of moving troops, artillery, police, express^, 
&c. — the very conveyance of tbe mails costing now nearly 
50,000/, per annum. 

Supposing Government then desirous of extending the Com- 
missioners' lines with a view of meeting tlie widely expressed 
opinion of the country to the North, South, and West of Ire- 
land. 

The sum required will be Six Millions and a-quarter sterhng, 
but if Government decides to execute, only, at present, — the most 
profitable part, then it will make the first part of the Commis- 
sioners' lines. On the Northern Series as far as Castle 
Blaney in length - - - - 64 miles. 

On the Southern to a point between Maryboro' and 

Mountrath - - - - - 62i „ 

On the West from Cellbridge on the South line to 

Atblone - - - - - 60 ,, 



Making a total length of • - - 176^ miles, 

which can be executed for Two Millions sterling, and will pay a 
large per centage, as they will serve as trunk hues for the 
present trade, capable of extension hereafter. The passenger 
traffic on these trunk lines will be indeed considerable, and will 
amply repay the proposed outlay. 

In conclusion, it may fairly be urged upon Government, that 
the now evident expediency of a great Western line, across Ire- 
land, necessitates some modification of the System of Railways 
proposed by the Government Commissioners for that country, 
and therefore the one now submitted may perhaps be thought 
deserving of consideration, 

THOMAS BERMINGHAM, 
Of Caramana Kilconnel, County of Galway, Ireland, 
Chairman of the General Irish Railway Committee, 

23, Dover Street, Piccadilly, 
27(4 April, 1839. 
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The following Resolutions are those which were passed at the 
Meetmg of the 20th of April. 

1st. " That in the opinion of this Meeting it is expedient that 
three great leading lines of Railway in Ireland, one to 
the North, one to the South, and one to the West 
should be simultaneously constructed." 

2nd. " That any aid by Government to Railways in Ireland, 
ought to be distributed in due proportion to the three 
provinces in Ireland." 

3rd. '* That while we agree in the suggestions offered in the 
foregoing Resolutions, we should respectfully suggest, 
that the loan proposed should be applied to the simul- 
taneous commencement and carrying on the three great 
lines to the North, West, and South, as far as possible.'* 



X^ 



:^BIN-r£D BY STEWART AKD MURRAY, OLD BAlLEr. 
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